
Our mission is to engage Missourians in the the stewardship of our state's natural 
resources through science-based education and volunteer community service.
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“This Conference is a Blast!”
by Sarah Berglund

	 That was just one of many positive statements I heard 
while wandering around the State Conference at Cuivre River 
State Park on October 15-17. 
 Speaking as an organized person herself, I can testify 
that this weekend was one beautifully orchestrated event from 
Friday afternoon workshops, registration and dinner through 
Sunday’s closing. 
 We had our choice of close to 30 activities or advanced 
training classes led by experts in the field. For those of us who 
can’t sit still, they had archery and basic shotgun classes and 
hiking tours. They had classes for the artists among us, and 
those who are gardeners or fisher-people, and those who want 
to forage for edible mushrooms. Wow......so many classes, so 
little time!
	 On Saturday night, after a delicious chuck wagon all-
you-can eat dinner, we listened to music and danced under the 
stars to a crazy folk/blues band. 
 The Conference had many helpers from the Confluence 
Chapter; over 15 that I counted. But, one of our members, 
Connie McCormick, was our chapter’s representative, and did 
an outstanding job. Thank you, Connie, for endless hours of 
planning! Thank you, members, for stepping up to the plate!
 Next year’s conference is in Joplin. You won’t want to 
miss it! They’ll have a hard time following this year!
 So many pictures were taken that I can’t include them all 
here. Ric Gray, our webmaster, has created a separate gallery 
for them. To view photos, go to 
www.mmnconfluence.org/gallery.aspx
	

http://www.mmnconfluence.org/gallery.aspx
http://www.mmnconfluence.org/gallery.aspx


CHAPTER VISITS ALBERICI 
HEADQUARTERS,  A LEED 

PLATINUM BUILDING

by Judy Huck

 Alberici Constructors is 
proud of their sustainable design 
and construction of their new 
headquarters. They began with the 
deconstruction and recycling of the 
old 60,000sf office building which 
diverted 97% of the material from 
landfill. Two retention ponds 
eliminate storm water run-off. 
Extensive use of native plantings 
eliminated the need for an irrigation system. A catchment system collects rainwater 
from 60%of the garage roof area. The rainwater is then stored in a 38,000-gallon 
cistern, treated, and then used for sewage conveyance, saving nearly 150,000 gallons 
of water per year! The list of energy saving solutions goes on.....We were surprised 
when the CEO, John Alberici, greeted us personally and took time to talk to us about 
their building and its LEED platinum  certification and addition to the list of the nation’s 
‘greenest’ buildings, by the USGBC.

	

DOG DAYS OF WATER QUALITY 
MONITORING

By Cliff Parmer photo by Carmen Santos

	 Access to our site on the Femme Osage 
was challenging, as we hiked through soy 
beans in the intense heat of last August. The 
heat kept the stream algae low, however, and 
the water quality remains fairly good for a 
slow-moving stream. Hundreds of minnows, 
crayfish and tadpoles found their 
environment satisfactory. 

	 Carmen Santos received her 
Introductory Stream Team training and is 
now an official Stream Teamer!
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Wentzville Seeks MMN Help

	 Claudia Katsten and Ann 
Finklang  are shown beginning to stencil 
a storm sewer which informs citizens not 
to dump waste into the drain.  Many 
residents are not aware that harmful 
substances such as pet waste, extra fertilizers, or used car oil go directly into a nearby 
stream rather than being filtered out at a facility. Confluence members also distributed 
pamphlets to homes informing them of the danger to the environment. 
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“Oh, I wish I could remember his/her name.......”

Please remember to wear your name badge to ALL meetings, functions, classes, 
and volunteer activities.

Tired of pulling bush honeysuckle?

Your fun committee has the answer!

What? Holiday Party!
Where? Quail Ridge Conference Center
When?   12/14/2010 @ 6pm
How much?  $12/person
What do I do? BYOB
                        Cost payable at door
	 	    A silent auction item



Update on the 2010 Confluence 
Capstone Project

	 Plans are moving along on this vital Nature 
Explore Classroom at the new Towne Park, on 
Hwy. 61, 6 miles north of I-70, according to Ben 
Grossman. The area has been cleaned and prepared for the next step, which will be 
creating the trails leading to each of the learning spaces. The time-frame for the 
opening of the Classroom is the end of summer, 2011.

	 Ben is asking for the following items to furnish the spaces: seeds and pods, 
turtle shells, sea shells, antler sheds, clean bones/skulls, interesting rocks and geodes, 
small pieces of driftwood. Items DO NOT need to come from Missouri. Please call Ben 
at 636-949-7900 x1931 for questions and drop-off location. 
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Welcome New Members!

 The Confluence Chapter welcomes the 
following new members as of October: Joseph 
Adamo, David Barylski, Connie Campbell, Carol 
Cross, Cathy Dedecker, Jayme Hanna, Carol 
Morgan, David Morgan
 We look forward to knowing you!

New Committee Assignments

Rendan Marshall: Membership Services Chair is looking for 
more committee members
Connie Campbell and Sam Hodge join the Volunteer Service 
Committee

Thank you all for helping out the Chapter



sarah.berglund@yahoo.com        editor 
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Congratulations!
Over 1000 hours of service:
	 Valerie Geile
	 Leslie Limberg
Over 500 hours of service:
	 Connie McCormick
Over 250 hours: Bob Lee
Forestkeepers “Outstanding Forestkeeper” for 
volunteer hours benefiting our state’s forests:
	 Leslie Limberg

Tower Grove Park Birding Tour 
with Connie Atwood

Butterfly House Field Trip
August 8

Boathouse Glam Gals

mailto:sarah.berglund@yahoo.com
mailto:sarah.berglund@yahoo.com

