Missouri Master Naturalist
Confluence Chapter
2021 Annual Report
The Confluence Chapter met on the Second Tuesday of each month either virtually or as outdoor
facilities were obtained all due to the COVID mandates.
Chapter data:
• There are currently 69 active members
• There were 3667 service hours reported
• The reported advanced training hours were 803
• Of the 2021 Master Naturalists graduating class, Laurie Mecham, who recently joined the
Chapter, received her certificate. With the 2021 graduating class, we have 6 new members.
Here is a graphic representation of the Chapter members’ efforts:

•

The following Awards and the number receiving the recognition awards:
o Annual Award = 44
o Lifetime Achievement Member Award (Volunteer Hours)
▪ Sallee, Terri—Bronze (250)
▪ Crinean, Jean – Bronze (250)
▪ Oldfield, Sandy—Bronze (250)
▪ Porter, Jane – Bronze (250)
▪ Bourisaw, Donna—Pewter (500)
▪ Robbins, Alison – Pewter (500)
▪ Bush, Glenn – Gold (1000)
▪ Hessler, Martha – Gold (1000)

Partnerships:
The Confluence Chapter has partnerships that provide the members opportunities to serve. The following
is a partial list:
• Forest ReLeaf of Missouri – St. Louis section
• Missouri Dept of Conservation E&I
• St. Charles Parks and Recreation
• Missouri Extension
• Missouri State Parks (Don Robinson, Babler, Rockwoods)
• Wentzville City Parks
• St. Charles Lewis & Clark Boat House/museum
• Missouri Botanical Garden
• Frontier Middle School
• Missouri Bluebird Society
• St. Louis Audubon Society
• Shaw Nature Reserve
• Stream Team
• Wildlife Rescue/Rehabilitation
• Wildlife Surveying (Audubon Society, Cornell University, Eagle Nest surveys)
• Weldon Springs Interpretive Center (under renovation – closed during pandemic)

Some of the activities/ Programs that the members participate in are:
• MDC Eagles Day at Chain of Rocks
• Bluebird Monitoring at several St. Charles County Parks
There are four (4) St. Charles County parks that the Parks department allowed Bluebird houses to
be set up. The Confluence Chapter Master Naturalists provide observations of the bird house
activities as well as maintain the care of the boxes, especially during the breeding season between
broods. These parks are Spring Bend, Quail Ridge, Brommelsiek and Towne Park. This information
was provided to the Bluebird Society for entering into a database for analysis.
There were 98 Bluebirds, 56 Tree Swallows and 7 chickadees fledged this year.
• Outdoor Education Classes with the St. Charles County Parks
Though this is an integral part of the Chapter members’ volunteering efforts, due to COVID, there
were no outdoor classes for schools. We are hoping this will be rectified in 2022 spring time frame.
• Outdoor Education Classes with MDC
There are several outdoor programs by the MDC E&I group that are assisted by the Confluence
Chapter members. The programs are held at the Rockwood, Busch Wildlife and Columbia
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Bottoms Wildlife Refuges. Some programs are open for the public at all ages and some are for
specific ranges of ages, while others are specific for school events. The Master Naturalists
provide programs or assist with programs as needed. As an example, MDC’s “ Winter In the
Woods” program at Rockwoods is a public event that is supported by the Master Naturalist. This
year, the number of programs was greatly reduced.
Some MMN members volunteered at the LItzsinger Road Ecology Center (subunit of the MO
Botanical Gardens) outdoor education with kids.
Amphibian/Reptile Monitoring in St. Peters.
This monitoring is done at a St. Charles County watershed area to determine the health of several
amphibians (frogs, salamanders, newts) and reptiles (lizards, snakes and turtles).
Potting of Native Plants distributed at different public events
The Master Naturalists provide Native plants to enhance the plants distribution in the St. Louis
Metropolitan area. The pants are taken to public events that aren’t specific to the subject of
Native plants but are provided for participants to take to the participant’s gardens for planting
Monarch butterfly tagging
The public was educated via pamphlets on the reason for the tagging of Monarchs and the
Monarch life cycle putting emphasis on the need to increase the planting of food sources for the
Monarchs as well as the need for Milkweed for the breeding Monarchs. The tagging of
Monarchs at Weldon Springs Interpretive Center was cancelled this year.
Maintaining the outdoor natural garden at Quail Ridge Park in Wentzville, MO.
Maintaining of the Outdoor Nature Garden at Frontier Middle School Wentzville School District.
A contingent of Confluence Master Naturalist lead by Jerry and Jeanine Kaiser are the primary
focus on this maintenance project. Master Naturalist volunteers will provide weeding and
watering during the summer months when the school is on summer recess.
Clearing honeysuckle plants
o from MDC Conservation areas
MDC called out for Master Naturalist volunteers to help clear areas of intrusive honeysuckle
plants from the MDC sites of Busch Wildlife Refuge
o St. Louis County Parks of Castlewood Park and Bellview Preserve
Forest ReLeaf
Members partnered with Forest ReLeaf to help manage their nursery which provides 25,000
native plants annually for distribution to non-for-profit organizations.
Many more not listed

A very important action was taken by the Tom Holt, Alberta McGilligan, Alison Robbin along with the Great
Rivers and Miramiguoa Chapters as well as with the MU Extension, and MDC to implement a virtual Master
Naturalist Training session for all three St. Louis Metropolitan Master Naturalist chapters. This was to
allow training with the mandates in place. There were 34 participants who graduated.

The following are some of the photos related to the above activities:

One of the efforts is to enhance the number of Eastern Bluebirds in the area is by installing bluebird houses
at the different St. Charles County Park. This bluebird house was installed at Town Park near Wentzville,
MO.

L to R: Jeanice Kaiser, Tom Holt, Steve Baldwin, Jerry Kaiser and SCC Park Ranger Abigail Loucks

